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found himself fully employed in London, even
though there was by now hardly a church in
which he was allowed to preach. He resorted
once more to the Sortes Biblica, and found that
he was to go - and die there. The society was
consulted, Charles was fiercely against his
brother's going, and the discussion went on for
hours. Again the Bible was referred to by the
method of chance, and again and again the
message was, expressed in different ways, Go-
and die there ! There was no help for it: Wesley
must go, and he went, convinced that he was
journeying to his death. Charles was wild with
grief. " He left a blessing behind him," he wrote
of his brother in his diary : "I desired to die
with him.9'

Death was mysteriously withheld, as was
Whitefield's martyrdom, and Wesley plunged into
the work. At first he professed himself much
perturbed at " this strange new way of preaching
in the fields." All his life, he said, till quite lately,
he had been very tenacious of every point relating
to decency and order, and would have thought
the saving of souls almost a sin if it had not been
done in a church. But since he had already
considered the possibility in London, on finding
that the churches would not hold the enormous
congregations he attracted, two days after reach-
ing Bristol, which was the day on which White-
field left, he " submitted to be more vile," and
preached to about three thousand people from a